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Cultural values, social
science and SDG3
In the Ramsar context

Dave Pritchard

Coordinator, Ramsar Culture Network



Values & services

Primary Ramsar obligations:

Over time, interpretations have converged

Maintenance of wetland ecological
character (includes cultural ecosystem
services)






« Changwon Declaration on Human Well-being
and Wetlands (2008)

e Res X.23: Wetlands and human health and
well-being

 Res Xl.12: Wetlands and health: taking an
ecosystem approach






Inc. psycho-social
well-being

Wetland values supporting:
» sense of place

* belonging

» creativity

* meaning

» sense of security
« emotional stability
« quality of life

» social cohesion
(etc)

Framing human health in
terms of ecosystem health
and social science, not just
medicine



Culture in Ramsar

Convention text, and other
policy drivers

Resolutions VIII.19; IX.21;
2008 guidance doc

Resolution VII.8 & Target 10
COP13 DR16

Implementation



- Wetlands supporting culture; culture supporting wetlands
« Functional links; not just a geographical coincidence



Biophysical science,
or societal value-judgement?






Culture project 2015-18

* Policy development RCN thematic groups
« Awareness raising

 Research & documentation - Biocultural diversity
 Local engagement - Agriculture & food

« Partnership building e Tourism

* Youth engagement
* Arts















Ramsar

Opportunities for using the
results of WetlandLIFE
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Dr Adriana Ford

Environmental Social Scientist
University of Greenwich
a.ford@gre.ac.uk
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“The Valuing Nature Programme aims to better
understand and represent the complexities of the natural
environment in valuation analyses and decision making
and to consider the wider economic, societal and cultural
value of ecosystem services.

In this context, the research goal is to improve our
understanding of the value of the UK's natural
environment for human health (physical and mental) and

wellbeing”
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-% University of
-4 g BRISTOL

University of Brighton
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“Wetlands — swamps, marshes, mires, morasses, bogs, lagoons, sloughs, shallow
lakes and estuaries, etc. — have been seen by many in ‘the west’ as places of
disease and death, horror and the uncanny, melancholy and the monstrous- in
short as back waters”. (Giblet 1996, pg. xi)
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Experts agree that climate change will
make the UK more vulnerable to the
problems caused by mosquitoes.
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“mosquito infested swamp”
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Our aims are, through multiple
epistemologies, to:

* Explore and create narratives
around people’s relationships with
wetlands and mosquitoes;

* Develop our understanding of
diverse wetland values and how
mosquitoes may or may not affect
these values;

e Contribute knowledge for the
management of wetlands to
enhance social and ecological

wellbeing
© WetlandLIFE 2018



B Ecological surveys

e Surveys of adult and larval mosquitoes to understand population dynamics in relation to habitat and management options

Economic Valuation

* Assessment of economic values of wetlands and how this is affected by different mosquito scenarios and perception of risk

* Generation of new knowledge & understanding through art — using creative writing, sound art and imaginative interventions

Photo Essay

e A visual story of wetlands as places where human and non-human worlds are juxtaposed to create dynamic landscapes

Contemporary Social Representations

* An account of how English wetlands are represented in contemporary culture, including art, literature and the media

Environmental History

* A history of the scientific study, management, and the rhetoric around mosquitoes in Britain, using archival and current materials

B Social Sciences - Community Voice Method

¢ A narrative around the health and wellbeing impacts of wetlands through use of film and deliberative workshops

B  Social Sciences - Place-based narratives of recreational wetland users

e The drivers and deterrents of recreational use of wetlands, explored through focus groups and individual interviews

Conceptual Framewor

e Re-thinking the relationship of ecosystem services, the role of culture and different epistemological narratives
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Bedford wetland parks (east) urban
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Community Voice
Method: Using Social
Sciences & Film-making to

explore sense of place
and wellbeing




Phase 1

Participatory discourse
analysis

Phase 2

Public deliberation

Phase 3

Reintegration into civic
discourses

Identify
stakeholders

Filmed interviews

\

Film screenings and
workshops

”

Final report & film

available online

Data analysis

-

Local partners and W
stakeholders utilise
outputs J

Film production

Evaluation




1. Background

2. Sense of Place
3. Material Wellbeing
4. Relational Wellbeing

5. Subjective Wellbeing

6. Oral histories / Past

/. Management & Future

8. Other comments



Interaction & use
Material Mental and physical

wellbeing health
Ecosystem services

Community, social

Relational Subjective cohesion, conflict,
wellbeing wellbeing relationships

Satisfaction from life
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0-
erGgDPKI&feature=youtu.be
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Victoria Leslie

Creative Writer
victoriahopeleslie@hotmail.com
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Kerry Morrison
Environmental Artist
kerry@in-situ.org.uk
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Working in wetlands
WetlandLife

Valuing Nature
Through the lens of
artists

Kerry Morrison

And

Helmut Lemke

Wetlands were not the
habitats we occupied
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This is new territory
for us

As such
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We have immersed ourselves in these landscapes
Witnessing with fresh eyes
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Experiencing and Hearing
New things (for us) in nature
As newcomers to this nature O WetlamdLIEe 2018



First hand experiences
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Through the lens of artists
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Hearing but not
knowing

Only knowing these
are the sounds of
wetlands
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To learn more

To know more

We make
ourselves visible
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As artists
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As researchers



In the landscape



Attracting
attention to
ourselves
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And our work
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Raising
curiosity

Sparking
conversations

We Sh are Excuse me, do you know any birds?
| have seen one that’s pretty luvly and i do not know what it is.
Ours an d Oh, that’s the reed bunting and it’s quite common.

th EI["S Never mind it's common,

it's a first to me and that makes it special.
The reed bunting clings to the reed,
clings comfortably.
Flies to the next.

Kn 0 W/Edge The reeds moves — as it did yesterday — the reed bunting clings on.

and knO Wlng And that, over there, that's a marsh harrier, the man says. They are out hunting for their
young and the male passes the prey to the female in flight and she takes it to the nest to

EXChG”gEd feed the young.
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Likewise
With the team
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Expanding understanding
Deepening understandings
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Of wetland life
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Mosquito Anatomy Diagram
(http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/pictures/
animals/mosquitoanatomydiagram.html

)

Inclusive of mosquitos
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Together
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Interdisciplinary
Learning
Sharing
Learning

Re-experiencing
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Creating

Combined
knowledge
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OUTSIDE EXPERTS \ COMPLEX REALITY

URBAN AND POLITICAL CONTEXT

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

FRAMINGS

J

Combining experiences
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Combining research Revealing gaps Filling in gaps
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Creating

© WetlandLIFE 2018



deepening
knowledge
understandings
values

Of Wetlands
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To conclude...
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e \Wetland managers ® Wetland Users ® Local communities® Academia
e Wetland Advocates ® Environmental decision-makers ®eRamsar

Creative

Poetry Stories

Research
summaries
Photo Essay

Project-based narrative

Social sciences — ecology —
economics — arts - humanities




* What are the key connections
of WetlandLIFE to Ramsar?

* How can this be translated to
other places?

* Why do multiple perspectives
matter?

* What are the future
opportunities?
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